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Summaries

Makarenko  V.P. –  Service  for  State  Machinery  in  Russia:  Political  and 
Ideological Properties

Keywords: state apparatus, bureaucracy, bureaucratic relation, state formalism, political reason.

Abstract: The paper considers the concept of bureaucracy and its political and ideological features. 
In the main part of the article, the author defines the basic concepts (bureaucratic relation, state 
formalism, political reason, etc.) and principles of studying the bureaucracy phenomenon. A special 
part of the article is devoted to specifying the initial categories, depending on the specifics of the 
political history of different countries. It addresses the following issues: the political bureaucracy 
and the Russian intelligentsia, the authoritarian and bureaucratic tendencies of Russian revolutions, 
the development of the theory of the opposition; study the problem of legitimacy, etc. The author 
believes  that  the  proposed  concept  of  bureaucracy  can  be  a  universal  sociological  theory;  the 
heuristic logic of this theory is determined by the possibility of opposition to any form of economic, 
social, political and ideological alienation in specific circumstances of place and time.

Political  Bureaucracy  and the  Ruling Minorities:  The  Case  of  Russia  Today 
(Round Table Discussion)

Keywords: bureaucracy,  nomenclature,  elite  groups, legitimacy,  political  power,  modernization,  
civil society.

Abstract:  The  creative  workshop,  held  in  Rostov-on-Don,  April  27-29,  2010,  was  devoted  to 
discussing the issue of ersatz elites in contemporary Russia. As a starting point for discussions was 
a large-scale study of Russian elite groups. This study was conducted in 2005-2006 by experts of 
the Levada Center, and the study results were summarized in a monograph of L. Gudkov, B. Dubin, 
and A. Levada "Problem of Elite  in Russia Today." The research results of the Levada Center 
caused the liveliest interest among the workshop participants and led to the heated debates on issues 
such as the activities of the Levada Center; methodological and ethical foundations of his research; 
the prospects for the development of civil society in Russia; the trends of development of relations 
between government and elite groups, etc.

Protsenko N.P. – In Search of a Fictional Class

Keywords: middle class, state class, class conflict, civil society.

Abstract: The prospects of becoming a Russian middle class are analyzed in the article. This article 
is  based  on the  thesis  of  I.  Wallerstein:  genesis  of  classes  is  caused  by  conflicts.  The  author 
examines the major conflicts which accompany the Russian society in the past few years, and asks 
the  question:  is  it  possible  that  the  conflict  between  "public  class"  and  social  groups  of 
entrepreneurs will lead to the rise of middle class?.
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Tkachenko  V.N. – The  Sovereign  Bureaucracy  of  Ukraine:  in  the  Zone  of 
Double-Periphery

Keywords: world-system, sovereignty, bureaucracy, corporatism, oligarchy.

Abstract:  The  author  examines  the  formation  processes  of  Ukraine  as  a  sovereign  state,  and 
analyzes the negative trends accompanying these processes: the emergence and consolidation of 
"sovereign  bureaucracy”,  oligarchic  corporativisation  of  Ukrainian  society,  the  decline  in 
production  and  lower  living  standards,  etc.  As  suggested  by  the  author,  in  the  absence  of 
consolidated  civil  society,  Ukraine  has  to  pass  the  fraught  with  complications  phase  of 
transformation of oligarchic corporatism into its bureaucratic-oligarchic species.

Polikarpov V.V. – The Fate of Property Rights in the Late Russian Empire

Keywords: privity, ownership, expropriation.

Abstract: The changes in property relations in the late Russian Empire are analyzed in the article. 
Referring to the numerous cases of truncation of property rights in recent years of tsarism, the 
author  shows  convincingly  that  the  common  understanding  of  the  perception  of  "the  spirit  of 
Roman law", in the process of economic and social modernization of the post-reform Russia, is 
wrong. On the contrary,  the history of the development  and application of expropriational laws 
indicates  that  the policy  of the tsarist  government,  in  respect  of  private  property,  was directed 
against all its major pillars - ownership, use and disposal.

Komarova G.A. – Scientific Community as an Interdisciplinary Field

Keywords: anthropology  of  anthropology,  ethnomethodology,  professional  subculture,  an  
interpretative approach.

Abstract: The main task of his article the author sees in the reader's familiarity with the scientific  
approach which is  being developed in the anthropology since the late  1960's.  This approach is 
'anthropology of anthropology'  or the study of anthropology with anthropological methods. The 
author  distinguishes  the  three  main  components  of  the  genealogy  of  this  approach:  - 
interpretationism (C. Geertz, H. Garfinkel, etc.); STS - Science & Technology Studies (B. Latour, 
S. Woolgar, K. Knorr-Cetina, S. Trevik, H. Gasterson, etc.); post-modernism (St. Fish, etc.). The 
coincidence of these genealogies led to the appearance of above-named area of research in the form 
of a double reflection,  the basis  of which was the constructivist  paradigm. The essence of this 
paradigm is to observe how scientists construct the natural world. This is combined with the study 
of how scientists themselves construct the world of scientific community. According to the author, 
this turn is able to bring anthropology to a new level.

V.E. Semenkov – V.V. Savchuk. Philosophy from Harbin to Berlin

Keywords: modern philosophy, philosophy and power, the institutional forms of philosophy.

Abstract: The article presents some materials from an interview with V.E. Semenkov, an employee 
of magazine «Credo new». This interview was conducted by Valery V. Savchuk. He is professor of 
Philosophy  at  the  St.  Petersburg  State  University,  and  also  a  member  of  the  jury  "Second 
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Navigation". Among the main questions asked by the interviewer were: What is the state of modern 
philosophy; what are its prospects in Russia; what kind of philosophical schools are most noticeable 
in today's Russia; what institutional forms are optimal for the current philosophy, etc.

Fokin S.L. – Translation as a Misfortune of Russian Philosophy

Keywords: philosophy of language, translation theory, mimesis.

Abstract:  The original problem for the author is the lack of tradition in Russian philosophy to 
consider the translation as a specific philosophical task as well as a lack of attention to language, 
from  which  starting  the  idea  works.  As  a  result,  a  complete  philosophy  of  language  with  a 
sophisticated  ontology  of  translation  has  not  been  formed  in  Russia.  The  critique  of  V.A. 
Podoroga's concept of mimesis is presented in the article as a bright example of these lacks. The 
author reveals the contradictions which are inherent to this concept and associated primarily with its 
monologism.  The  V.Podoroga's  reluctance  to  think  the  creative  act  in  terms  of  translation  is 
discussed in this connection.

Makarenko V.P. – The Unbroken Record and the Problem of Attitude toward 
the Champions (Abstract of Stanislaw Andreski's Book Maxa Webera olsnienia i  
pomylki. Wydawnictwo naukowe PWN, Warszawa 1992)

Keywords: philosophy of art, aesthetics, sociology of culture, terrorism, civilization.

Abstract:  This article precedes the publication of a fragment of St.Andreski's  book "Irradiations 
and Errors of Max Weber"  («Maxa Webera olsnienia i pomylki», Wydawnictwo naukowe PWN,  
Warszawa, 1992). The author summarizes the contents of this book, outlines the background of 
translation, and analyzes the main trends of criticism of Max Weber's sociology.

Andreski St. – The most Vulnerable Point: the Problem of Rationality

Keywords: history of sociology, sociological theory, the concept of "rationality".

Abstract:  The Journal "The Political Conceptology" publishes a translation of a fragment of the 
book  by  renowned  Polish  sociologist  Stanislaw  Andreski  "Maxa  Webera  olsnienia  i  pomylki" 
(Wydawnictwo naukowe PWN, Warszawa, 1992). This fragment is devoted to criticism of Weber's 
concept of rationality and rationalization. Author explicates the several different meanings of the 
term "rationality" which is used by Weber, shows the inconsistency of these meanings, and insists 
on replacing the concept of "rationality" as well as all its derivatives by the more appropriate terms. 
Translation from the Polish by M.P. Makarenko.


